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SQURCE Nan-fang Jih-peo.

CURTALLMENT OF COLLECTION OF GRAIN TAX
FROM KWANGSI MINORITY NATIONALITIES

The Canton Nan-feng Jik-pao of 13 January 1952 reported that the
Kwangsl People's Goverument had alleviated the hardships and calami-
tiag hegetting the minority nationalities of the province by curtail
ing the collection of grain tax and fTurnishing them with food relief.

The report did not aelaboerate on the nature of the calarities; in-
stead, it claimed that many improvements in the 1ife of the minority
nationalities were made {n 1951. The report follows:

Mipority nationality work i: Kwengsi under the leadership of the Communist
Party and the Central People's G-vernmen*t of the People's Republic of Chinma,
and through their thorough implementation of the government's minority nation-
ality policy, achieved tremendous results in 1951.

The political consciocusness of 6 million fraterns! nationalities nf the
province has been elevated, un.ty emong them has been strengthened, and initial
imprcvements in the life of these groups have been achieved.

After the extermination of the roving bandits in May and Jurne 1951, the
situation became stabilized because the minority nationalities were liberated
from bandit oppression. During the extermination of the bandits, the Pecople's
Liberation Army correctly carried out the minority nationality policy and simul-
taneously conducted a variety of political activities. Antibandit and security
committees and militia units were estabiished in the villages. By obtaining
the right to participate in all eategories of political action, the political
position of the minority nationalities was raised.

Members of minority nationality groups, in & proportionate ratio partici-
pate or attend the conferences of all-circles representatives or peasant con-
gresses on the provincial, special ch'u, hsien, ch'u, and hsiang levels. The
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Kwangsi People's Government, in cooperation with its special offices in Kuei-
1in, Liu-chou, and Pai-se, held special conferences on minority nationality
work. Twice, minority natiopalities nave sent representatives to Peiping to
participate in the celebration of the national holiday. They have also sent
representatives to attend the conferenaes of the Natjonal Committee of the China
People's Political Consultative Conference sund the conferences of the Central-
South China Military and Administrat ive Committee,

ter the visit of the Central Feople s Hovernment Mission to the minority
nationalities in July 1951, tne Kwangs: Poercie: s Goverzment actively expanded
the establishing ot regionail Sutonomy :r the minority nationality arees. At
present, regional sutonomous demccrat:c adm:r:stralions have been established
in the following areas: two ragional st 4% goverrmente in tne Ta-yeo Shan
area, an aitonomous governament o°f “he T shan Yao natiorality in Ch'uan Hsien, '
and 12 autonomous hsiang governmonts. coulition government has also been es-
tablished in Lung-sheng Hegien.

bt

Initial improvements in the i:rvel:ikiad o cne mi.ority nationalities were
made by reducing their burdenzome wrain tax, cranting them relief food, and de-
veloping their trade. Tak:ing iuts Arcount ne diTficulties and the jerious ca-
lamities which barassed t.e mincrity natioraiat.es, the Kwangsi People's Govern-
ment reduced the amount of grain tax coilected “rom the minority nationalities
in 1951. 1In some cases, the TINOTILY nalonet oties wers exempted Crom paying
the grain tax.

#is:ang ann Tung-pel Hsiang in Hsiang
voe as well as belpng exempted from
wery Hsyren fmrnished 116,000 catties

‘The minority mationalit:es o 7T
Hegien were given 50,000 cat! rs
paying tneir grain tax. During L%, :
of relsef rice and losned YNG40 ratt es f rioe to the rarmers. The Kwangsi

Pecple's Government purchaseq iocal Erodutis as another means of improving the ;
livelihood of the miNorily national.es Ctate pading ccmpanies in Wuchow,
Tiiu-chou, and P'ing-1o areas bough™ nearly 37 Liliien yuan of native products
from Ta-yao Stan and 1tz adfacen' arca. . )

w2 the minority nationalities,
rationality cadres in the Lung-

In developing cultura! and tealth worh ar
mAny cadres were tratned. Theve are - oo,por.
sheng, Pai-shou, Ling-ch'.an, and I-nany arear tue.-1:n Special Ch'u now en-
engaged in cultvuie and health wosk ., . . There are more than 300 minor-
ity nmational:ty students attend.n.s tra.nin tlAa35PE T VArious courses.

According to an investivat.on carcied on oor the spring of 1951, there are
232 minority nationai:ty schools lorated .n ir Ls:rns.  Adult education has also
been developed. For example, in Luwp-sheng Hoien tnere are 313 newspaper read-
ing groups. and almost ever; villawe has a nensant literacy class and a women's
literacy class. There are mare than 1,:00 aduit students. of which 7) percent
are women, attending the evening scnonis i wwo ch'us :n Lung-sheng Hsien.

In the health rield, the Centra. tedple’'s Government organized a med lcal
treatuent team in February 1951 which iurnished the minority nationalities with
medical supplles valued at 29,5 ,000 yuar ana free medical treatment. In ad-
dition, the medical team assigned Lo rne Central People 2 Government Mispinm
gave free medical treatment 1g the r.nority nationality creas they visite. .

As shown by the aforementioned activities, the minority nationalities in
Kwangei are now busily engaged in chang.ng the old economic and political sys-
tems which have exploited and oppressed them. They have already removed the
discriminations which degraded and reduced their cultural and social position.
The Yao people fittingly sing: "Makes nc di“rerence whether Yao or Han Zﬁhinquz
under heaven the poor belong to one Tamily .... freedom {lower blooms every-
where."
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